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• Linkages between disaster risk management, climate change and 
development

• Pressure points for international actors to climate proof 
development:

1. Building disaster risk reduction into development.
2. Linking relief, reconstruction and development.
3. Facilitating risk reduction legislation.
4. Supporting local and people centred interventions
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Disasters and Development

Colliding trends? Recorded disaster events and world urban population 1950-2004
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Data Sources: EM-DAT and UN World Urbanisation Prospects



The policy orientation of disaster risk reduction

• Disaster is an outcome of hazard and vulnerability.

• Reducing risk means tacking vulnerability:
– Immediate conditions of endangerment (housing, food 

entitlements)
– Dynamic pressures (urbanisation, chronic disease)
– Root causes (international terms of trade, corruption, 

gender-bias)

• Climate change brings uncertainty
– Generic and hazard specific adaptive capacity and 

action.



The policy orientation of disaster risk reduction

Source: Schipper, L and Pelling M (2006)



International policy frameworks

• UNFCCC Article 4.8

• Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-15



Pressure points for international actors to climate 
proof development

----------------------------------------------------------------

1. Building disaster risk reduction into development

• Who is responsible?
• What are the institutional barriers to integration?
• What contributions are needed to support 

disaster risk reduction?



Source: White P, Pelling M,
Sen K, Seddon D, Russell S,
Few R (2005)



2. Linking relief, reconstruction and development.

• Rights and Needs

• Power and Security

• Speed and Sustainability



3. Facilitating risk reduction legislation.

• Hyogo Framework for Action 2005 – 2015

• E.g. South Africa



4. Supporting local and people centred 
interventions

• People centred early warning

• Locally organised disaster response

• Local and national sovereignty and reconstruction



How might disaster management systems support 
‘climate proof’ development

• Disaster risk management, climate change and 
development are intimately linked

• Pressure points for international actors to climate proof 
development include:
1. Building disaster risk reduction into development.
2. Linking relief, reconstruction and development.
3. Facilitating risk reduction legislation.
4. Supporting local and people centred interventions


