1.1.1

INTRODUCTION

The erstwhile Ministry of Surface Transport has
been bifurcated into two Ministries with effect
from 7.11.2000 viz., Ministry of Shipping and
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. Each
of these Ministries is headed by a Secretary.

Road Transport is a critical infrastructure for the
social and economic development of a country.
It influences the pace, structure and pattern of
development. The Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways is responsible for road transport,
national highways and transport research.
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has
been entrusted with the responsibility to formulate
policies and programmes on these subjects and
their implementation.

A comprehensive policy package is necessary
to address the diverse issues facing the Road
transport sector. The road network needs to be
expanded and strengthened to improve
accessibility of the hinterland. The length and
breadth and the quality of the highways must be
improved greatly as part of national grid to provide
for speedy and economical carriage of goods
and people. Road Transport needs to be regulated
for better energy efficiency and pollution control.

Historically, investment in the transport sector,
particularly, in the highways have been made by
the State mainly because of the large volume of
resources required, long gestation periods,
uncertain returns and various externalities, both
positive and negative, associated with this
infrastructure. However the galloping resource
requirements and the concern for managerial
efficiency and consumer responsiveness have
led to the active involvement of the private sector
in infrastructure services in recent times. To
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encourage private participation. Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways has laid down
comprehensive policy guidelines for private sector
participation in the Highways sector.

Some material contained in this Report
incorporates combined data in respect of the two
Ministries viz. Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways and Ministry of Shipping.

FUNCTIONS

The subjects allocated to the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways are listed at
Appendix-|.
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ORGANISATIONAL SET-UP

Major-General (retd) Shri B.C. Khandoori took
over as Minister of State for Road Transport &
Highways (independent charge) with effect from
7.11.2000 on creation of new Ministry for Road
Transport and Highways.

Secretary (Road Transport & Highways) is
assisted by Joint Secretary (Road Transport),
Director General (Road Development), Chief
Engineers, Superintending Engineers and other
Engineering/Technical Staff looking after the
Highways sector and also Deputy Secretaries,
Under Secretaries and other secretarial staff
looking after the Road Transport Sector and
Highways.

The Finance Wing is headed by Additional
Secretary & Financial Adviser who is formulating
and processing ail policies and other proposals
having financial implications. The Additional
Secretary & Financial Adviser is assisted by one
Deputy Financial Adviser, two Assistant Financial






